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By Sherry Mohan

Associate Editor, PJ News

PORT JERVIS – They arrived June 28 at Port Jervis High School in cars and vans
decorated with “Honk if you love Jesus” and “Port Jervis or Bust!” painted colorfully on
their vehicles. License plates showed that the groups had traveled from such locations
as Dubuque, Iowa; Sheboygan, Wisconsin and Newtown, Connecticut, among many
others. The youth totaled over 300 from ages 14-18 from both Catholic and Protestant
churches of  many denominations, and all of them had a single purpose: to put their
faith into action be helping people less fortunate than themselves. To spend a week
working alongside teens they’d never met, at the homes of virtual strangers, doing jobs
most of us would hardly expect our own teenagers to volunteer to do. And to cap it all,
these teens had to pony up $409 each for the privilege. This unlikely scenario is what
happens when Group Workcamps comes to town.

Group Workcamps is a Colorado-based organization (www.groupworkcamps.com)
founded in 1977 that organizes hundreds of short-term mission trips in the United
States and abroad focused on home repair and community service. Under the leadership
of First Presbyterian Church of Port Jervis Pastor Steve Houston and Port Jervis
Community Development Agency Director Kathleen Hendrickson, the organization first
came to Port Jervis in 2007. The program, which received generous funding from the
PJCDA, was a resounding success and plans were quickly set in motion to organize
another visit in 2009.

This year, the 300 youth and 100 adult leaders and crew chiefs made up approximately
50 work crews that were housed at Port Jervis High School during the week of June 28-
July 4. Dozens of city homes and churches were approved for repair, painting,
weatherization and the construction of porches, railings and wheelchair ramps.

Every morning the work crews arrived at their assigned houses, got busy and put in
hours of hard work, breaking at noontime for lunch and a time of devotions that
typically included their residents, if they were at home. This year’s theme was “Reveal”
and the teens’ daily prayers included these words: “Lord, reveal yourself through me.”

“God-Sightings”

Each evening after showers and supper, the teens gathered at the high school for
activities and sharing of their day’s events. One particular focus was on “God-Sightings”
– instances throughout the day where the teens felt the presence of God especially
strongly.

In 2007, a crew of teens visited this writer’s home to help with much-needed porch
repairs. My husband was terminally ill at the time and has since passed away. I’ve never
forgotten those wonderful kids. They left me with a 12” stone dug from my yard that
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Music and spirited singing was a part of each evening’s activities at the high
school.

A big smile from Vanessa Pini, 18, who worked in Port Jervis during both the 2007
and 2009 workcamps.

Councilman-at-large Dick Roberts, at microphone, spoke during the Friday rally.
Also speaking were Pastor Steve Houston, Mayor Gary Lopriore and PJCDA

Director Kathleen Hendrickson.
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Some of the scores of residents who attended the rally with their crews.

Youth joined together to sing at the closing rally.

Residents had a time of sharing with their crews at rally’s end. Here, Nancy
Brewster spends time with her crew reflecting on their week together.
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