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By the end of the day Friday, 48 homes should
be a bit more comfortable after several teams of

handy teens apply fresh paint to walls, install new
storm doors and build porch stoops.
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The First Presbyterian Church of Athens put up 440
more than $30,000 for supplies like paint and 1 North Chase Street, Athens
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After each day of work, the teens retire to Clarke

http://www.onlineathens.com/stories/070909/new_461315822.shtmlI[7/9/2009 8:06:36 AM]


http://onlineathens.com/
http://onlineathens.com/weather_current_full.html
http://onlineathens.com/weather_current_full.html
http://onlineathens.com/pets
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=120&winname=addthis&pub=gaath&source=men-120&lng=en-us&s=&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.onlineathens.com%2Fstories%2F070909%2Fnew_461315822.shtml&title=Young%20volunteers%20pitch%20in%20to%20patch%20up%20Athens%20homes%20%7C%20News%20%7C%20OnlineAthens.com&logo=&logobg=&logocolor=&ate=AT-gaath/-/0/fd60f7555e5b22/1/4a1c41a049849a73&adt=undefined&CXNID=2000001.5215456080540439074NXC&pre=undefined
javascript:change_text_size('+')
javascript:change_text_size('-')
http://morriscomm.com/cgi-bin/sendit.pl
javascript:window.print()

http://www.onlineathens.com/slideshows/070909/461315822/slide1.shtml
javascript: select_thumb('461315830', '461315871');
javascript: select_thumb('461315888', '461315924');
javascript: select_thumb('461315939', '461315974');
http://www.onlineathens.com/
http://www.onlineathens.com/abh/
http://www.onlineathens.com/news
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070609/bre_459801519.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070809/uga_460982435.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070709/cop_460533216.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070709/bre_460827074.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070709/new_460538885.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070809/new_460930299.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070609/new_459637986.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070709/new_460538874.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070709/cop_460533296.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/stories/070709/bre_460841707.shtml
http://us.ard.yahoo.com/SIG=166jvdaae/M=600223239.600227010.403500157.403500157/D=ncnwsloc/S=2022775853:AP110/Y=PARTNER_US/L=adaef818-6c91-11de-9f89-97580c81d177/B=VYUeAEwNjZU-/J=1247148380774866/K=pUt4a1UuT3mJq22j8e59lg/EXP=1247155580/A=1733019978646060384/R=0/X=2/SIG=10va5vjqt/*http://athenskidneycenter.com
http://www.onlineathens.com/index.shtml
http://www.onlineathens.com/index.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/dogbytes/index.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/dogbytes/index.shtml
http://athensmusic.com/
http://athensmusic.com/
http://spotted.onlineathens.com/
http://spotted.onlineathens.com/
http://onlineathens.com/comics
http://onlineathens.com/comics
http://onlineathens.com/login.shtml
http://register.onlineathens.com/forge/dataentry?tp=ATHENS%20GA&tl=2&temp_type=DATA%20ENTRY&category=REGISTRATION
http://data.ad.yieldmanager.net/click2,51sCAAAAAACXHZgsAAAAANt-wwkAAAAAAAAEAAYAAAAAAAIAAQAFCZ-7FggAAACAr5vvDAAAAEAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADvMgYGAAAAAAIAAgAAAAAAXxLWXyIBAAAAAQAAAGFkYWVmODE4LTZjOTEtMTFkZS05Zjg5LTk3NTgwYzgxZDE3NwBGAAAAAAA=.....w==,,http%3A%2F%2Fwww.onlineathens.com%2Fstories%2F070909%2Fnew_461315822.shtml,http://onlineathens.com/cgi-bin/chdbsearch.pl?search_for=&search_field=0&sor
http://onlineathens.com/abh/
http://onlineathens.com/classifieds/
http://onlineathens.com/subscribe.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/contribute/guidelines.shtml
http://onlineathens.com/customerservice/
http://onlineathens.com/jobs/
http://homes.onlineathens.com/
http://www.athensautofinder.com/


Young volunteers pitch in to patch up Athens homes | News | OnlineAthens.com

Central High School, where they hold church

services, play games and sleep. TOP JOBS

Off Madison Heights, five teens are working to LAID OFE?
transform Nelly Freeman's one-story house, DOWNSIZED? How much longer can you
painting the outside bright yellow and repairing a afford...

stretch of rotting siding nearest the living room
and bathroom that had been hollowed out by

Education/ Disabilities
Specialist Easter Seals...

termites.

Clifton Freeman, Nelly's son, had talked about repairing the siding, but with a knee replacement and
another surgery scheduled for a bad hip, the project became too difficult a task to manage, Clifton

said.

"When they told us they were going to do all that, it was just unbelievable,” he said. "This is just TOP HOMES
beyond the call of duty, way beyond." TOP RENTALS
Some of the teens, like Gracie Sternal, from Boca Raton, Fla., set to work on the overgrown front More Classifieds
yard.

"They looked around to see that (Nelly Freeman) really loves flowers, loves birds and she loves to sit
on that porch," said Lauren MacQueen, a youth group leader.

At another home off Vine Street, teens painted the interior of George and Charlene Hester's red brick
home and built steps for a much needed set of stairs along the front and back porch.

Without steps, both George, 75, and Charlene, 74, fell trying to walk down a makeshift stack of
cinderblocks.

"It was killing them to get out and water their tomatoes," said Daryl Pfaff, another volunteer from Boca
Raton.

While homeowners get help, the volunteers also will leave at the end of the week with a sense of
satisfaction knowing they made an impact on someone's life, said Meghan Durfor, who came to
Athens from Winchester, Va.

"It's just been really great to reach other people and see how much we can accomplish," Durfor said.
"We can do this and nothing is going to stop us because God wants us to be here and do this."
Originally published in the Athens Banner-Herald on Thursday, July 09, 2009
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Reader Comments

Posted by: larrygriffin at Jul. 9, 2009 at 4:03:59 am + 1 Rating

Thanks for helping these people in need. It is good to see good news for a change.

Posted by: csummers at Jul. 9, 2009 at 7:16:45 am

What an awesome story!

Posted by: longsox at Jul. 9, 2009 at 8:51:01 am

What a great story...to bad the teens who live in the Vine street area couldn't have pitched in too.

Posted by: ladybug88 at Jul. 9, 2009 at 9:24:42 am + 1 Rating

| saw a couple of groups over in spring valley; | was wondering what they were doing. I'm glad we still have people
in this world that are willing to help out when needed. Thanks to all.

You can comment by logging in.
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